
Leeward Renewable Energy, a leading renewable energy producer dedicated to sustainably powering the 
future, is developing the Silver Maple Solar Project in Fond du Lac & Winnebago Counties, Wisc.

silver maple solar 

Silver Maple Solar, LLC (“Silver Maple”) is proposing the development of a 200-megawatt 
(MW) solar facility on approximately 1,600 acres west of the city of Fond du Lac in Fond du 
Lac & Winnebago Counties, El Dorado Twp & Rosendale & Neikimi Twp. in southeast, Wisc.

Solar projects sized 100 megawatts and larger, such as Silver Maple, require  a Certificate 
for Public Convenience and Necessity, or CPCN approval from the state of Wisconsin’s 
Public Service Commission (PSC). The CPCN process is thorough and requires reviews by 
numerous Wisconsin state-level organizations including the state’s Department of Natural 
Resources. The process also requires several studies ranging from noise impact to 
identification of drainage systems to potential glare analysis. Silver Maple plans to file its 
CPCN application in Spring 2022.  

Solar power produces emission free electricity that helps Wisconsin meet demand for 
renewable energy. The site for the Silver Maple Solar project site was carefully selected 
due to existing utility impacts to the land, including a number of high voltage transmission 
lines near the property. If approved the project will connect to the existing American 
Transmission Company electric system Fitzgerald to South Fond du Lac 345 kV Line. 

Utility scale solar facilities such as Silver Maple are generally located on agricultural 
land, shifting farms from growing crops to growing clean energy. It’s not such a far 
reach as many farmers today are already in the energy production business. About 
37% of the corn grown in Wisconsin is used for ethanol, a common biofuel. In addition 
to supporting farmer’s land-use rights, solar farms put significant dollars into 
communities and solar-hosting farmers have a reliable source of revenue for years to 
come. Finally, the total project acreage of Silver Maple Solar would utilize less 
than 1% of the farmable land in Fond du Lac County, and at the end of operation 
all equipment would be removed and the land restored to its prior use.
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The design of Silver Maple Solar features setbacks from property boundaries, and 
landscaping and buffers that will, in the long term, screen the project from view and 
maintain the existing character of the area. In short, Silver Maple Solar will be a good 
neighbor – you won’t see it, smell it or hear it. Property value impact studies in the 
Midwest have concluded that matched pair analysis shows no impact in home values 
due to abutting or adjoining a solar farm as well as no impact to abutting or adjacent 
vacant residential or agricultural land with visual barriers and distances similar to those  
proposed at Silver Maple.

Solar  panels convert the sun’s light, not the sun’s heat, into electricity, so they work just as 
well in cooler climates such as Wisconsin as they do in traditionally warmer states. If clouds 
partially cover 30% of a solar panel, energy production will only be lowered by that percent-
age. As far as snow, a dusting has little impact as light is still able to reach panels to 
produce electricity. When heavy snow accumulates, it can prevent panels from 
generating power, however once the snow starts to melt, even if it only slightly 
exposes the panel, power generation is able to occur again

Solar power generation produces no air pollution or greenhouse gases and has a 
positive, indirect effect by reducing the use of other energy sources. When it’s 
operational, Silver Maple Solar can produce enough energy to power approximately 
35,000 average Wisconsin homes. Solar panel materials are enclosed, and don’t mix with 
water or vaporize into the air, meaning there is no threat of chemicals releasing into the 
environment during normal use. In addition, the panels are manufactured to endure all 
weather conditions, and are sealed shut to further ensure public safety.
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• Renewable energy produced locally and used to meet regional clean energy demand.
• Silver Maple Solar will provide significant tax benefits with little to no strain on local infrastructure.
• Approximately 300 jobs created during construction with positions including electrical, engineering,

construction, and installation. Every effort will be made to hire as many qualified locals as possible.
• Once operational, the solar facility is a passive use of the land and will not generate substantive

amounts of traffic, dust, odors, or other nuisances.
• Silver Maple Solar is committed to being a dedicated business partner and has a strong history of

support for local organizations that positively impact the community.

BENEFITS

CONTACT Kevin Thornton | Public Affairs kevin.thornton@leewardenergy.com (410) 861-7727


